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In the following reminiscence we can see the child who
was father to the farmer of Churt: " Soon after this, when
I was from five to ten years old, it was I that wheeled the
barrow, did the manuring, planted the garden, and pruned
the fruit trees; and I continued to do so until we left
Llanystumdwy." A period of forty years ensued, during
which Lloyd George was completely immersed in law
and politics, finding his recreation in golf, motoring, and
foreign travel* All the more interesting is it to find that,
when for the first time since infancy he became master of his
own time, after laying down the Premiership in 1923, he
at once reverted to this hobby of his boyhood, and became
an ardent cultivator of the soil*
" Socially,'* wrote Mr, Lloyd George many years
afterwards, " when I was a boy, the village was completely
under the yoke of the squire and the parson* The land
was carefully guarded for game-preserving purposes; but
that did not hinder us children from spending many a
happy day in the woods, searching for nuts and sloes*
When entering upon any such venture, we always used to
set some of our companions to watch, lest some of the
keepers should come upon us unawares* And we had
good cause to fear the keeper, A widow was compelled
to send her son away from home because he had killed a
hare* If she had refused to do so, there is little doubt that
she herself would have been evicted* No other farmer
dared to take the boy; he left the village and, I believe, he
shortly afterwards died/* This, and countless other acts
of petty tyranny, made an indelible impression upon the
young boy, and roused in him that intense hatred of the
squirearchy which was to play so big a part in hi* own
subsequent legislature programme*
Sociable Lloyd George unquestionably was, then and
always; nevertheless he liked sometimes to be alone. The